TIPS ON FINDING GOOD HOMES
An animal has come into your life. While you may want to share your home with him/her, you realize that is not possible. Now
what? First of all, take the animal to a veterinarian for a general checkup, to be tested (for cats--FeLV & FIV) and vaccinated.
After you’ve interacted with him/her and have an idea of what kind of home is best, it’s time to look for possible placements:
1) Advertise in neighborhood papers
2) Make a flyer with a brief description of the animal and your phone number(s) and post in supermarkets, laundries, banks,
vet offices, libraries, office buildings, and on bulletin boards, etc.; check fliers weekly – people rip them down.
3) Spread the word to everyone you know and ask them to do the same.
How to Screen Potential Adopters; When people respond to your notices, it is important that you thoroughly screen each
potential adopter. You will need to be very careful as there are unscrupulous people who will look for animals, usually free,
and use them as bait in pitbull fighting, for religious sacrifice or sell them to laboratories. We never recommend giving away
animals for free. Always ask for a donation--$35 minimum. If you don't need or want the money, you can always donate it to
a nonprofit animal organization, such as Animal Protection League of NJ. Although this is not an exhaustive list, here are
some questions to ask:








Do you have animals now? If so, how long have you had them?
Have you ever had animals in the past? If so, why are they no longer with you?
Why do you want an animal? (Some people may not want a companion but are looking for a cat to keep their home
mice free or a dog to protect their property.)
How long do you plan to keep the animal?
Are you prepared for the possibility of a twenty-year commitment?
What if your life circumstances change, e.g., you move; get married or divorced; have a child; get a new roommate;
you or someone you live with develops allergies?
Mention the adoption fee and explain that it covers veterinary care, food, litter, etc. (Always require an adoption fee –
even if it is nominal. People generally don’t value a free offer. If the potential adopter can’t afford the adoption fee,
s/he probably can’t afford to care for the animal.)

When to Say “No” and How to Say It: Say “no” to whomever you are not sure of. Say “no” whenever you get a “bad
feeling.” Rely on your intuition. Remember, there are people who make money from selling animals to research labs–you can
never be too careful. Take notes on the attitude of the person. If they are hesitant to give information, cut the conversation
short.
Say “I’m sorry, but someone else decided to take him/her” or “I’m sorry, I cannot give an animal to someone who would allow
an animal to roam free outside” or “I’m sorry, but declawing is extremely painful to a cat and not fair to the animal.” Please
remember, animals deserve loving homes–their lives are literally in your hands.
When the Adopter Looks Good: Once you decide that the potential adopter passes this minimal screening, ask her/him to
complete the attached adoption application. Explain that you will review the application and get back to them within a
specified period of time. Call the references on the application during this time period.
If you are comfortable with the answers to the questions and the reference checks, contact the potential adopter and invite
her/him to meet and visit with the animal. As the person interacts with the animal, observe how each responds to the other.
Ask to take a picture of the person and the animal before the visit ends. If the person refuses, they may be lying about
information they have provided you.
Assuming that the visit has gone well, tell the potential adopter that you would like to wait about a week and then bring the
animal to the potential adopter’s home. Once the home checks out, the visit concludes and you are satisfied that this is a
good home, have the adopter complete the adoption contract. Sign it, giving one copy to the guardian and keeping one copy
for your files. If everything has checked out up to now, but you are uneasy for any reason with the home visit, by all means,
discuss it with the person. Do not leave the animal simply because you feel you have come this far, so you really
should.
Confirm that you will be calling to see how everyone is doing and remind them that if they cannot keep the animal at any time
for any reason, you will take the animal back. Explain there is usually a two-three week adjustment period where the animal
may be shy and fearful and to give the animal a chance to settle down. Please call at regular intervals and visit if distance
allows. If distance prevents you from home visits, try to find someone near by who can stop by from time to time.
PLEASE REMEMBER YOU CAN NEVER ASK TOO MANY QUESTIONS OR BE TOO CAREFUL.
Knowing someone or knowing someone who knows someone doesn’t guarantee a good home.
Animal Protection League of NJ, PO Box 174, Englishtown, NJ 07726 / 732-446-6808

ADOPTION APPLICATION
Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________________ State: _________________ Zip: ______________
Home Phone Number: ___________________________________
Car License #: ___________________________________ State : _________________

Employer: _______________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________
Work Phone Number: _________________________ How long employed here? ______________
Please complete all the information on the following pages. By signing below, you certify that you understand the
following:
1. It is the agency/individual’s right to refuse adoption to anyone.
2. The information contained within this application is accurate and not misleading in any way.
3. It is agency/individual’s right to contact individuals on this form.

Date: ___________________ Signature: _____________________________________
Please give careful consideration to adopting an animal. Animals are not toys or
short term commitments. Make sure your lifestyle allows the time, patience
and expense this animal will need over the years.
* * * Please turn and complete the following pages * * *
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE - THANK YOU
__________________________________________________________________________________

Animal:
Species: ____________________________
Breed: ______________________________
Color: _______________________________
Age: ________________________________
Name: ______________________________
Vaccines given: _______________________
date: __________________________
Heartworm test: _______________________
Neutered: yes __________ no ____________
date: __________________________

Reference checks: ____________________________

_____________________________________

Adoption Agency/Individual:

Approved: __________________________
Method of Donation: __________________
__________________
__________________

GENERAL INFORMATION
1. Is this your first experience with a cat? yes / no
2. Do you have other animals at home? yes / no If yes:
Species:

Male/Female:

Altered:

Vaccinated:

Lives:

dog / cat / other

____

yes / no

yes / no

in / out

dog / cat / other

____

yes / no

yes / no

in / out

dog / cat / other

____

yes / no

yes / no

in / out

dog / cat / other

____

yes / no

yes / no

in / out

If you have any unaltered animals, please explain why: __________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

3. Do you presently have a cat/kitten who has been tested for Feline Aids yes / no and/or Feline Leukemia?
yes / no
Results: positive / negative
3a. Have you ever had any cats in your household with Feline Aids and/or Feline Leukemia? ____________

4. If you don't have animals now, have you had any in the past? yes / no

dog / cat / other

How long did you have your previous animal(s)? _________________________________________________
What happened to your previous animal? _______________________________________________________
5. Have you ever suffered the loss of a companion animal? yes / no. If yes, please explain the circumstances
of the death(s): _____________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Have you ever surrendered an animal to an animal shelter? yes / no. If yes, please explain the circumstances.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Have you ever euthanized an animal one of your animalsr? yes / no. If yes, please explain the circumstances.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Who is/was your veterinarian? How long? ____________________
Name: _____________________________________ Phone: ______________________
Address: __________________________________ City: _____________________ State: ______
9. How long have you resided at your present address? _____________
10. Where do you currently live?  house / apartment / other: ____________________________________

11. Do you own or rent? (circle one) If rent, does your lease allow animals? yes / no
Landlord's name _____________________________________ Phone: _____________________
12. How many people live in your household? ___________ Do all the adults know you plan to adopt? yes / no
If there are children in the household, list ages ____________________________________________________
13. Does anyone in your household have any known allergies to animals? yes / no
14. Where will this animal be kept during the day? ___________________ night? ________________
15. Is anyone home all day? yes / no If no, how many hours will the animal be left alone in a 24-hour period?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
16. Where will he/she be kept when alone? _____________________________________________
17. Are you financially prepared to give this animal routine and emergency medical care? yes / no
18. Would you object to a visit or call from us to see how you and your new family member are doing? yes / no
19. List two references with name, relationship, phone number. Do not list family members.
(Examples of references are: neighbor, employer, co-worker, friend)
1) _______________________________________________________________________________________

2) _______________________________________________________________________________________
20. In the event you become ill, who will be responsible for the care of your animal(s)? _________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
21. Why do you want to adopt a cat? (check all the apply)
 companion for myself/family
 gift for someone else
 mouser
 to breed
 companion for another animal
22. Have you ever had a cat before? yes / no
23. Will the cat be allowed outdoors? yes / no
24. Do you plan to declaw the cat/kitten? yes / no If yes, front only or all four? (please circle)
25. What will you do if the cat claws furniture or shows other destructive behavior? ____________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
26. Are you familiar with nail clipping?

yes / no

27. Do you need an explanation of how to introduce a new cat to your current animal(s)? yes / no
28. Are you familiar with the different types of litter? yes / no What do/would you use? _____________________
29. What food do you/would you feed? ______________________________________________________________

ADOPTION CONTRACT

One copy for adopter.
One copy for adoption agency.

I, ______________________________, adopt this animal and release the adoption agency from all claims for personal injury
and/or property damage to myself or others associated with this adoption. The welfare of this animal will be my sole
responsibility. I AM NOT ADOPTING THIS ANIMAL FOR ANOTHER PERSON. This animal will not be used for breeding,
medical or experimental purposes. I understand that in the event I give false information or do not follow the terms of this
contract, the adoption agency may remove this animal from my household and start legal proceedings against me at my
expense and may assess damages in the amount of $2,000.00 against me.

1. After adoption, this animal's health becomes my full responsibility. I will provide necessary veterinary care upon sickness,
disease or injury. In addition, I will take this animal to a veterinarian at my expense for yearly thorough exams and
necessary shots. The exam will include a stool sample test and heartworm for dogs. I will not declaw this cat without first
contacting the adoption agency. I will not dock the tail nor crop the ears of this dog.

2. I will spay/neuter this animal no later than ____________. I will send written proof of spaying/neutering to the adoption
agency within 10 days of completion.
3. I will telephone the adoption agency immediately if this animal becomes lost.

4. I will keep this animal in a private residence only. I have permission from the rental agency or property owner to have
companion animals in my home.

5. I will keep an ID tag on this dog at all times. When outside, I will keep this dog on a leash or in a fenced-in yard. I will not
keep this animal chained nor allow him/her to roam. I will keep this cat indoors at all times.

6. If I can no longer keep this animal, I MUST telephone the adoption agency to arrange for re-adoption. I will never
abandon this animal or give him or her to a shelter or another person. I will insure that this animal is never sold, given up
for experimentation, or exchanged in any form. In the event I must give up this animal, I will abide by the terms of this
contract and allow the adoption agency sufficient time to arrange for re-adoption or foster care.

7. I understand that I will be contacted for further verification of the animal's welfare and will cooperate by providing
whatever information is requested which could include a visit into my home by the adoption agency. The adoption
agency reserves the right to investigate into the living conditions of any animal adopted and may remove such an animal
being kept in violation of the requirements in this contract.

8. I do not hold the adoption agency responsible for errors in the information provided to me about this animal.
9. I understand that the donation made as part of this contract is a gift and not a payment for a value received. This
donation is not refundable. Amount of donation - $_______.

10. I accept all responsibility and liability for this animal at the date of adoption.
This agreement executed at _______________________, _________________.
(city or county)
(state)

Date: _______________ (adopter) ______________________________________________________________
Date: _______________ (adoption individual/agency) _______________________________________________

Keep this contract with your animal’s medical records

Adoption Agency/Individual:

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
____________________________________________

